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New Laws Require Prenatal and 


Premarital Tests 


Governor Olson, on May 9, signed a bill (A. B. 493) 
introduced by Assemblymen Hugh M. Burns, Heis- 
inger, Garland, Kepple, Kilpatrick, Corwin, Dilworth, 
Redwine, Knight, Mrs. Daley and Miss Eleanor Mil- 
ler, which requires prenatal tests for syphilis. This 
bill is now Chapter 127, Acts of 1939. 

On June 5 Governor Olson signed 8S. B. 173, intro- 
duced by Senators Fletcher, Biggar and Kenny, 
which requires premarital tests for syphilis. This 
bill is now Chapter 382, Acts of 1939. Both of these 
new laws will become effective ninety days after the 
adjournment of the legislature. Because of their im- 
portance and because of the widespread interest in 
the measures both are reproduced in this issue of the 
WEEKLY BULLETIN. 


PRENATAL EXAMINATIONS 
CHAPTER 127. 


An act providing for the protection of unborn chil- 
dren and the public health by requiring examina- 
tions of pregnant or recently delivered women for 
syphilis, providing penalties for the violation of 
the provisions thereof. 


[Approved by the Governor May 9, 1939] 
The people of the State of California do enact as 
follows: 


Srotion 1. Every licensed physician and surgeon 
or other person engaged in prenatal care of a preg- 


nant woman or attending such woman at the time 


of delivery shall obtain or cause to be obtained a blood 
specimen of that pregnant or recently delivered 
woman, at the time of the first professional visit or 
within ten days thereafter. The blood specimen thus 
obtained shall be submitted to an approved laboratory 
for a standard laboratory test for syphilis. For the 
purposes of this act, an approved laboratory shall be 


a laboratory approved by the California State Depart- 


ment of Public Health, or any other laboratory the 
director of which is licensed by said State Department 
of Public Health according to law. In submitting 
such specimen to the laboratory the physician shall 
designate that this is a prenatal test or a test follow- 
ing recent delivery. 


Sec. 2. For the purpose of this act a standard 


laboratory blood test shall be a test for syphilis 


approved by the California State Department of Pub- 
lic Health. In case of question concerning accuracy 
of tests prescribed in this act, it shall be mandatory 
upon the State Department of Public Health to accept 
specimens for checking purposes from any district 1 in 
the State. 


Sec. 3. The California State Department of Public 
Health shall issue a ‘*Prenatal Test Laboratory Re- 
port Form’’ to be distributed upon application to all 
laboratories approved to do tests called for in this 
act. Any laboratory doing tests called for in this act 


shall prepare the report in triplicate. The original 


of this report shall be transmitted by the laboratory 
doing such test to the physician submitting the speci- 
men. The duplicate reports shall be forwarded at 
weekly intervals to the California State Department 
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of Public Health. The triplicate shall be retained by 
the laboratory for file and shall be open at any time 


for inspection by an authorized representative of the 
California State Department of Public Health. 


- Sec. 4. All laboratory reports shall be confidential 


and shall not be open to public inspection. 


Sec. 5. Any licensed physician and surgeon, or 
other person engaged in attendance upon a pregnant 
woman or a recently delivered woman, or any repre- 
sentative of a laboratory who violates the provisions 
of this act shall be guilty of a misdemeanor ; provided, 
however, every licensed physician and surgeon or 
other person engaged in attendance upon a pregnant 


or recently delivered woman, who requests such speci- 


men in accordance with the provisions of section 1, 
and whose request is refused, shall not be guilty of a 
misdemeanor. 


Sec. 6. If any section, subsection, sentence, clause 
or phrase of this act is for any reason held to be un- 
constitutional, such decision shall not affect the 
validity of the remaining portions thereof. The 


Legislature hereby declares that it would have passed 


this act, and. each and every section, subsection, sen- 
tence, clause and phrase thereof, irrespective of the 
fact that any one or more other sections, subsections, 
sentences, clauses or phrases be declared unconstitu- 
tional. 


PREMARITAL EXAMINATIONS 


CHAPTER 382 


An act to add Article Ila to Chapter I, Title I, Part 
III, Division First of the Civil Code, for the pro- 
tection of unborn children and the public health 

by providing for premarital examinations for 
suphilis, and providing penalties for violations of 
the provisions thereof and providing an appro- 
priation for the administration of the act. 


[Approved by the Governor June 5, 1939] 


The people of the State of Caltforma do enact as 
follows: 


Section 1. A new article, to be numbered Article 
IIa, is hereby added to Chapter I, Title I, Part IIT, 
Division First of the Civil Code, to read as follows: : 


ARTICLE IIa. PREMARITAL EXAMINATIONS. 


79.01. Before any person, who is or may hereafter 
be authorized by law to issue marriage licenses, shall 
issue any such license, each applicant therefor shall 
file with him a certificate from a duly licensed physi- 
cian which certificate shall state that the applicant 
has been given such examination, including a standard 
serological test, as may be necessary for the discovery 
of syphilis, made not more than thirty days prior to 
the date of issuance of such license, and that, in the 
opinion of such physician, the person either is not 
infected with syphilis, or if so infected, is not in a 
stage of that disease which is or may become communi- 
cable to the marital partner. 


Any person who by law is validly able to obtain a 
marriage license in the State of California is validly 
able to give consent to any examinations and tests 
required by this article. In submitting the blood spe- 


cimen to the laboratory the physician shall — 
that this is a premarital test. 


_ 19.02. The certificate shall be accompanied by a 
statement from the person in charge of the laboratory 


making the test, or from some other person authorized 


to make such reports, setting forth the name of the 
test, the date it was made, the name and address of 
the physician to whom the test was sent and the name 
and address of the person whose blood was tested. 


79.03. The certificate of a physician and the state- 
ment from a person in charge of a laboratory or from 
a person authorized to make reports for the laboratory 


shall be on a form to be provided and distributed by 


the California State Department of Public Health to 
all officers in the State authorized to issue marriage 
licenses and to laboratories in the State approved by 
the California State Department of Public Health. 
This form is hereinafter referred to in this artiele as 
‘‘the certificate form.’’ 


79.04. For the purpose of this act a standard sero- 
logical test shall be a test for syphilis approved by 
the California State Department of Public Health and 
an approved laboratory shall be a laboratory approved 
by the California State Department of Public Health. 
or any other laboratory the director of which is 
licensed by said State Department of Public Health 
according to law. In case of question concerning 
accuracy of tests prescribed in this article, it shall be 


mandatory upon the State Department of Public 


Health to accept specimens for checking purposes 
from any district in the State. | 


79.05. The California State Department of Public 
Health shall issue a ‘*Laboratory Report Form’’ to 
be distributed upon application to all laboratories 
approved to do tests called for in this article. Any 


laboratory doing tests called for in this article shall 


prepare the report in triplicate. The original of this 
report shall be transmitted by the laboratory doing 
such test together with the certificate form to the cer- 
tifying physician. The duplicate reports shall be for- 
warded at weekly intervals to the California State 
Department of Public Health. The triplicate shall be 
retained by the laboratory for file and shall be open at 
any time for inspection by any authorized representa- 


tive of the California State it tara of Public 


Health. 


79.06. The judge of the superior court in the 
county in which the license is to be issued is hereby 
authorized and empowered, on joint application by 
both parties to a marriage, to waive the requirements 
as to medical examinations, laboratory tests, and cer- 
tificates and to order the licensing authority to issue 
the license applied for, if all other requirements of 
the marriage laws have been complied with, and if the 
judge is satisfied by affidavit or other proof that an 
emergency or other sufficient cause for such action 
exists and that the public health and welfare will not 
be injuriously affected thereby. 


In any case where such examinations and tests have 
been made and certificate or certificates have been 
refused because one or both of the applicants have 
been found to be infected with syphilis, the judge 
shall nevertheless be authorized and empowered, on 
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application of both parties to such marriage to order 
the licensing authority to issue the license, if all other 
requirements of the marriage laws have been complied 
with and if the judge is satisfied by affidavit or other 
proof that an emergency or other sufficient cause for 
such order exists and that the public health and wel- 
fare will not be injuriously affected thereby. In every 
such case, however, the clerk of the court shall trans- 
mit to the California State Department of Public 
Health a transcript of the record and the order 
thereon for such follow-up by said department as 3s 
required by law or deemed necessary by said depart- 


ment for the protection of the public health. The 
order of the court shall be filed by the licensing 


authority in lieu of the certificate form. 


The court when it is deemed necessary may, to the 
extent authorized by law or rules of court, order all 
proceedings instituted under the provisions of this 


article to be confidential and private. There shall be 


no fee for these court proceedings. 


79.07. The certificate forms and the court orders 


shall be filed in the office of the county clerk. 


79.08. Any applicant for a marriage license, physi- 
clan, or representative of a laboratory who shall mis- 
represent his identity or any of the facts called for 
by the certificate form prescribed by this article; or 
any licensing officer who shall issue a marriage license 
without having received the certificate form or an 
order from the court, or who shall have reason to 
believe that any of the facts on the certificate form 
have been misrepresented, and shall nevertheless issue 


a marriage license; or any person who shall otherwise 
fail to comply with the provisions of this article shall 


be guilty of a misdemeanor. 


79.09. Certificates, laboratory statements or re- 
ports, applications and court orders, in this article 
referred to and the information therein contained, 
shall be confidential and shall not be divulged to or 
open to inspection by any person other than State or 
local health officers or their duly authorized repre- 
sentatives. 


Any person who shall divulge such information or 
open to inspection such certificates, statements, 
reports, applications or court orders, without author- 
ity, to any person not by law entitled to the same shall 
be guilty of a misdemeanor. 


Sec. 2. The sum of twenty thousand dollars is 
hereby appropriated out of anv money in the State 


treasury not otherwise appropriated, to be expended 


by the California State Department of Public Health 
for printing, necessary expenses relative to checking 
and approval of laboratories, clerical and technical 
assistance involved in administration of the article 
and any other expenditures necessary for carrying 
out the provisions and purposes of this article during 
the ninety-first and ninety-second fiscal years. All 
claims against this appropriation shall be submitted 
for approval and audit to the California State Depart- 
ment of Public Health, and shall be paid in accord- 
ance with law. 


Sec. 3. If any section, subsection, iid clause 
or phrase of this article is for anv reason held to be 
uneonstitutional, such decision shall not affect the 


validity of the remaining portions thereof. ‘The Leg- 
islature hereby declares that it would have passed this 
article, and each and every section, subsection, sen- 
tence, clause and phrase thereof, irrespective of the 
fact that any one or more other sections. subsections, 


sentences, clauses or phrases be declared unconstitu- 
tional. 


EGG PRODUCTS INSPECTED 


During April, frozen and dried egg products 
received in southern California from outside of the 
state constituted 588,360 pounds of frozen eggs and 
142,225 pounds of dried egg products. All shipments 
carried certificates and identification marks. The 
quality of the products received was good. Several 
carloads of frozen whites, yolks, and whole eggs, 


principally from Texas, Nebraska and Colorado, were 


received in northern California. One lot was shipped 


~ by truek from Texas and because of its poor quality 


the lot was quarantined and turned over to the U. S. 
Food and Drug Administrator for seizure. No Chinese 
eve products were received during the month. _ 


OLIVE OIL 


An investigation of suspected adulterated olive oil 
was carried on during April. One manufacturer 
was found to have received sixteen barrels of tea 
seed oil, and because of low quoted prices a check was 
made in order to determine if olive oil might be 
adulterated with this product. 


USED CONTAINERS STERILIZED 


Commercial washers in southern California have 
been required by the Bureau of Food and Drug 
Inspection to ship and store washed glasses in clean 
wrapping paper instead of second-hand news print. 
Inspections revealed that commercial washers are 
using proper solutions of caustic soda and suitable 
space is provided for the storage of washed containers. 


MORBIDITY 
Complete Reports for Following Diseases for Week Ending 


May 20, 1939 
Chickenpox 


758 cases: Alameda 2. 2i,. Berkeley 7, Oak- 


jJand 34, San Leandro 4, Chico 8, Contra Costa County. ‘s Con- 


cord 1, Pittsburg 6, Richmond a Crescent City 4, Fresno County 
10, Fresno 9, Inyo County 5, Kern County 8, Bakersfield 1, Los 
Angeles County 41, Alhambra 11, Compton 4, El ‘Segundo 7 
Glendale 4, ‘Hermosa 1, Long Beach 4, Los Angeles 82, Monrovia 
1, Pasadena 5, Pomona 12, Redondo 1, San Marino 3, Santa 
Monica 2, Sierra Madre 15, Lynwood 5, South Gate 1, Monterey 
Park 1, Bell 6, Madera County 4, Mendocino County 6, Fort 
Bragg 22. Ukiah 13, Merced County 1, Merced 16, Monterey 
County 1, Orange County 6, Anaheim 19, ‘Santa Ana 2. La Habra 
| E Roseville 10, San Jacinto  & Sacramento County 5, Sacramento 
33, San - Bernardino County 3, Ontario 3, San Diego County 18, 
Chula Vista 6, El Cajon 1, Escondido 1, National City 25, San 
Diego 72, San ‘Francisco 71, San Joaquin County 7, Stockton 12, 
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San Luis ‘Obispo County 11, Paso Robles 1, San Mateo County 
3; Burlingame 1, San Bruno 1, San Mateo 5, Belmont 1, Santa 
Barbara County 1, Santa Barbara 1, Santa Clara County 4, San 
Jose 5, Santa, Cruz County 2, Redding 2, Trinity County 2, 
Fulare County 26, Porterville 1, Tuolumne County 5, Ventura z; 
Yolo County 3, Yuba County 1. | 


Diphtheria 


35 cases: Fresno 2, Los Angeles 1, Los 
12, Pomona 2, Ukiah 1, Monterey County 1, Santa Ana 1, Sacra- 


mento County : Sacramento 1, San Bernardino County 1, San _ 


Diego 3, San Jose 6, Sonoma County 3. 


German Measles 


49 cases: Alameda 2, Berkeley 3, Oakland 1, Fresno County 2, 
Kern County 4, Los Angeles County 4, El Segundo 1, Glendale 
2, Los Angeles 1, Redondo 1, Merced 1, Monterey 1, Orange 
County 2, Anaheim 1, Colton 1, San Diego County 3, San Diego 
6, San Francisco 2, Santa Clara County 2, San Jose 1, Sonoma 
County 4, Stanislaus County 2, Tulare County 1, Lindsay 1. 


Pneumonia (Lobar) 


48 cases: Oakland 2, Humboldt County 1, Los Angeles County © 


6, Alhambra 1, Azusa + Beverly Hills 1, Culver City 1, Glendale 
1, Inglewood ‘. Long Beach A Los Angeles 13, Monrovia 1, Pas- 
adena i, Pomona 1, Santa Monica 1, Marin County : Mendocino 


County 7 Calistoga 1, Anaheim 1, Sacramento County 2, Sacra- 


mento 3, San Diego County 1, San Francisco 2, Sonoma County 
1, Petaluma 1, Yolo County 1. 


| Scarlet Fever 


169 cases: Alameda County 1, Oakland 1, Martinez 1, Pitts- 
burg 1, Fresno County 3, Calexico 1, Kern County 1, Hanford 1, 
Lake County 1, Los Angeles County 28, Alhambra 2, Burbank 1, 
Culver City 1, Glendale 2, Huntington Park 2, Long Beach 2. 
Los Angeles 45, Pasadena 4, San Gabriel 1, Santa Monica 2, 
Torrance '1, Lynwood 1, South Gate 1, Monterey Park 1, May- 
wood 1, Merced County 3, Monterey County 2, Salinas 1, Orange 
1, Santa Ana 1, Elsinore 1, Riverside 1, Sacramento 3, San Ber- 
nardino County 2, San Bernardino 1, San Diego 8, San Francisco 


13, San Joaquin County 4, Lodi 1, Stockton 1, San Luis Obispo 


County 1, Arroyo Grande 1, San Mateo County 1, San Mateo 3, 
Santa Barbara 1, Santa Maria 1, Santa Clara County 1, San 
Jose 2, Sunnyvale 1, Solano County 1, Vacaville 2, Tulare 
County — Fillmore 1, Yuba County 1, Tulare 1, Ventura 
County 1. 


Smallpox 


12 cases: Glenn County 1, Burbank 1, Culver City 1, Corona 1, 
San Bernardino County 1, ‘Colton 3, San Bernardino 1, Porter- 
ville 1, California 2.* — 


Typhoid Fever 


9 cases: Imperial County 2, Kern County 1, Burbank 1, San 
Rafael 1, San Francisco 3, Santa Clara County 1. 


influenza 


538 cases: Walnut Creek 1, Fresno County 2, Kern County 1, 
Los Angeles County 4, Azusa 1, Glendale 2, Long Beach 3, Hunt- 
ington Park 1, Los Angeles 11, Madera County 1, Roseville 1, 


Sacramento County 2, San Diego County 3, La "Mesa 4, San 


Francisco 2, South San Francisco 3, Santa Cruz County i; 
Corning 10. 


Malaria 


5 cases: Colusa County 1, Los Angeles * aan 1, San Joaquin 
County 1, Tulare County 1, California 1.* 


Measles 


2794 cases: Alameda County 59, Alameda 5, Albany 7, Ber- 
keley 41, Oakland 88, Piedmont 4, San Leandro 5, Contra Costa 


County 8, Martinez q, Richmond 8, Walnut Creek 8, Del Norte © 


County 6, Crescent City 1, Fresno County 94, Fresno 5, Sanger 1, 
Humboldt County 32, Eureka 66, Brawley 1, Calexico , § Inyo 
County 15, Kern County D; Bakersfield 1, Tehachapi 1, Han- 
ford 2, Lake County 26, Los Angeles County 360, Alhambra 19, 
Arcadia 12, Azusa 2, Burbank 4, Claremont g. Compton 20, 
Covina 2, Culver City 15, El Monte 9, El Segundo 1, Glendale 51, 
Hermosa 2, Huntington Park 7, Inglewood 9, Long Beach 67, 
Los Angeles 341, Manhattan 11, ‘Monrovia 5, Montebello 2, Pas- 
adena 30, Pomona s&s Redondo 4, San Marino 3, Santa Monica 
19, Sierra Madre 3, South Pasadena 1, Whittier 5, Torrance 2, 
Lynwood 25, Hawthorne 11, South Gate 25, Monterey Park 9, 
Maywood 8, Bell 8, Gardena 5, Marin County 6, Mill Valley 7, 
Sausalito 1, Mendocino County 12, Ukiah 12, Merced County l, 
Gustine 13, Merced 9, Mono County 3, Monterey County 46, King 
City 10, Monterey 12, Pacific Grove 1, Salinas 12, Nevada 
County 5, Orange County 76, Anaheim 10, Fullerton 11, Santa 
Ana 2, Seal Beach 5, La Habra 1, Laguna Beach 25, Tustin l, 


Roseville 28, Plumas County 19, Riverside County 9, Beaumont 


23, Riverside 7, San Jacinto 3, Indio 8, Sacramento County 44, 
Sacramento 122, Hollister 8, San Bernardino County 22, Ontario 
8, San Bernardino 2, San Diego County 4, Chula Vista 7, Ocean- 
side 2, San Diego 54, San Francisco 42, San Joaquin County 42, 
Lodi 9, Stockton 37, Tracy 22, San Luis Obispo County 5, Paso 
Robles 7, San Luis Obispo in San Mateo County 3, Burlingame 4, 
Daly City 5, Hillsborough 1. Redwood City 1, ‘San Mateo 14, 
Menlo Park 2, Santa Barbara County 3, Santa Barbara 21, 


Santa Clara-County 44, Gilroy °1, Mountain View 10, Palo Alto 
32, San Jose 7, Sunnyvale 1, Santa Cruz ria | 9, Watsonville 
Siskiyou County 1, Solano Caunty- «14, allejo” 
County 14, Oakdale 18, Tulaté Cotmty 1; LindSay 1 

Porterville 2, Tuolumne County 5, Ventura County 3, Filmore 1; 
Oxnard 7, Ventura 19, Yolo — 10, Davis 5, Woodland 50, 
Yuba County 2, San Rafael 


Mumps 


76 cases: Alameda County 8, Albany 4, Berkéley 29, Oakland 
60, Piedmont 1, San Leandro 3, Contra Costa County 5, Mar- 
tinez 27 Richmond 16, Walnut. Creek 2, Placerville 1, Fresno 
County g, Fresno 4, Brawley 1, Bishop 2, Kern County 30, Bak- 
ersfiela 5, Los Angeles County 23, Alhambra 3, Covina 1, Glen- 
dale 5, Glendora 6, Hermosa 2, Huntington Park i. Long Beach 
1, Los Angeles 45, Manhattan Beach 7, Monrovia 2, Pasadena 
12, Pomona l, Redondo 3, Santa Monica 1, Lynwood 4, Marin 
County 2, San Rafael 13, Merced County 6, Gustine 1, Monterey 
County 1, Monterey 3, Pacific Grove 1, Soledad 2 Napa County 
a: Anaheim 1, Banning 3, Beaumont 13, Riverside 6, Sacramento 
County 8, Sacramento 51, Hollister 1, San Bernardino County 7, 


Colton 1, Ontario 1, Redlands i; San Bernardino 1, Oceanside 9. 


San Diego 3, San Francisco 83, San Joaquin County 20, Lodi I, . 
Stockton 20, Tracy 13, San Luis Obispo County 3, San Luis 
Obispo 4, Burlingame 7, Daly City 4, Redwood City 2, San 


Mateo 3, Menlo Park 1, ‘Lompoc as Santa Clara County 2, San 


Jose 3, Santa Cruz County 6, Shasta County 3, Redding 3, 
Solano County 4, Benicia 7, Vacaville 4, Vallejo 1, Stanislaus 
County 1, Tehama County 2, Corning 7, Trinity County 1, Tulare 
County 2, Visalia 2, Tuolumne County 4, Ventura County 2; 
Yolo County 8, Woodland 7. 


Whooping Cough 


230 cases: Berkeley 2, Fresno County 4, Fresno 1, Imperial 
County 1, Kern County 5, Bakersfield 7, Lake County 1, Los. 
Angeles County 22, Alhambra 3, Culver City 1, Glendale 13, 
Huntington Park 5, Long Beach 41, Los Angeles 26, Manhat- 
tan 4, Montebello 1, Pasadena 8, Pomona 1, Redondo 1, San 
Fernando 2, Santa Monica 1, Lynwood 1, South Gate 2, Sole- 
dad 2, Anaheim 1, Fullerton 1, Santa Ana 2, San Diego 28, San 
Francisco 5, San Joaquin County 6, Stockton 4, Daly City 5, 
San a a 2, Santa Barbara County 1, Santa Barbara % Santa 
Clara 1, Sonoma County 4, Lindsay 3, Ventura County 4, Ven- 
tura 4, ‘Winters 


Meningitis (Epidemic) 
2 cases: Long Beach 1, Ventura County 1. 


Dysentary (Bacillary) 
5 cases: Los Angeles County 1, Los Angeles 2, haste County 
, Sonoma County 1. 

Pellagra 
1 case: Los 


Poliomyelitis 
3 cases: Los Angeles 1, Hawthorne 1, San Diego 1. 


Tetanus 
2 cases: Los Angeles County 1, Los Angeles 1. 


Trachoma 

2 cases: Beaumont 1, Tulare County 1. 
Trichinosis 

2 cases: Stockton 


Undulant Fever | 

5 cases: Kern County 1, Los Angeles 2, Pasadena 1, Ventura 
County 1. 
Coccidioidal Granuloma 

1 case: Los Angeles County. 


Septic Sore Throat 
1 case: Anaheim. 


Rabies (Animal) 


15 cases: Fresno 1, Imperial County 1, Kern County 2, Bakers- 
Hele 1, Los Angeles County 3, Huntington Park 1, Los Angeles 


San. Bernardino 1, San Diego 1, Santa Clara County 1, Stanis- 
laus County 2. 


* Cases charged to ‘‘California’’ represent patients ill before 
entering the state or those who contracted their illness travel- 
ing about the state throughout the incubation period of the 
disease. These cases are not chargeable to any one locality. 
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